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The position generally as regards infectious disease remains fairly satisfactory as will be seen from the table. In only two instances has the number of cases risen above the numbers for last month and for the corresponding period of last year. These are pneumonia, of which 322 cases were registered, and dysentery which was responsible for 284 cases. Dysentery has been generally higher than usual throughout the summer months, but a definite increase occurred during August and September. The condition, however, would appear to be fairly mild and the organism responsible in the vast majority of cases is Sonne. Except for this all the common infectious diseases have shown a definitely reduced incidence as compared with the corresponding period of 1951.
The birth rate has risen slightly from 10.8 last month to 17.2 in September. The death rate, unfortunately, has also gone up a little from 9.6 to 10.6. Nevertheless these figures are better than those for September, 1951 . The number of deaths from bronchitis and other respiratory diseases was 28 and can be considered fairly satisfactory. Diarrhoea and enteritis accounted for the deaths of only 4 children under two years of age.
